
We are a community of Independent Educational Consultants who spent a minimum of 3
years employed and housed full-time in a high school as a college counselor, school

counselor, or college access program college counselor. We are all affiliated with a larger
professional association of talented and ethical IECs with diverse backgrounds.

/fsbcounselor.weebly.com

S T U D E N T S  &  F A M I L I E S
The Former School-Based Counselor Group was formed because being a former school-based counselor
was, and still is, a huge part of our identity. The majority of our group has over 10 years of experience
working in schools prior to becoming private college consultants. As we work with students and their
families, we bring a unique perspective to our role. Our experience in the school setting has prepared us to
work with diverse learners and students with a wide range of post-secondary goals. Many of us held school
counseling licensure which typically requires coursework in mental health counseling, equipping us to
navigate emotions and sometimes tough topics that arise during the college search process. We
understand how to navigate the college planning admissions process within the context of each high
school’s unique curriculum and policies. 

H O W  W E  C A N  H E L P

2. Experienced in academic advising
In the school setting, we were responsible for advising students on course selection and academic
opportunities that aligned with both the high school’s graduation requirements and their college
aspirations.  As college counselors working independent of a school, we can provide objective
guidance with helping students and families navigate the variety of courses available in high schools
and the nuances of planning a pathway that will most benefit their academic growth.  

1. Counseling from a student-centered lens
We have experience with a diverse range of learners, with a wide range of GPAs and test scores. We
assess each student’s individual needs and goals to support them finding the best fit for them across
the college search, extracurricular activities, and enrichment opportunities. We value promoting
colleges that suit each individual student, rather than molding students to specific colleges, to
increase student success and well-being.

3. Experience with wrap-around services
The college planning process can be stressful and bring out a range of emotions. Sometimes tough
topics come up along the way. Should a student disclose mental health struggles in an essay? They
may confide that they have been feeling heightened anxiety or depression during the application
process. Our background and training equips us to navigate these situations with compassion and
share resources to support you. 

4. We “speak” high school
As former school-based counselors, we have lived and experienced the high school counselor side of
the admissions process and have helped many students navigate communication with their teachers.
Whether asking for help with difficult concepts, initiating a conversation about academic interests, or
asking for a letter of recommendation, we can assist students in learning how to effectively
communicate their needs, practice their skills, and help them build positive relationships within their
school building. We also welcome working as partners with your school counselor if they are
interested.

https://fsbcounselor.weebly.com/
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AL Birmingham Stodghill Kim kim@kimstodghill.com kimstodghill.com

AZ Phoenix Hager Mary mary@hagercollegeconsulting.com hagercollegeconsulting.com

CA Eureka Howard Celeste celeste@celestemarieconsulting.com celestemarieconsulting.com/

CA Fairfax Baird Michelle michelle@samaracollegeadvising.com samaracollegeadvising.com/

CA Mission Viejo Nalbach Cristina cristinanalbach@yahoo.com steps2cu.com

CA Oak View Spengler Lisa lisa@lisaspenglerconsulting.com N/A

CA Piedmont Saunders Teebie teebie@saundersedconsulting.com saundersedconsulting.com

CA
Redondo
Beach

McHugh Merika mindfuladmissions1@gmail.com mindfuladmissions.org

CA San Francisco Kraft Lisa lisa@buckleyedgroup.com buckleyedgroup.com

CA San Francisco Rothe Margaret margaret@highergrounding.com www.highergrounding.com

CA San Jose Hamilton Susan sjhdevelopment@gmail.com
collegeandcareercoaching.
com

CA
South
Pasadena

Lee Gina gina@ginablee.com ginablee.com/

CA Vista Harlig Kristi kristi@futureinsight101.com futureinsight101.com

CO Aurora Carpenter Shondra shondra@steelestreet.org steelestreet.org

CO
Colorado
Springs

Kutsner Julie Julie@pathwizecc.com pathwizecc.com

CO Denver Corbin Jill drjillcorbin@gmail.com drjillcorbin.org

CO Westminster Abrams Stefanie stefanie@wayforwardcollege.com wayforwardcollege.com

CT/FL Madison Teare Chris christearecollege@gmail.com christeare.com

CT Stamford Nedell Judith judy@judithnedell.com judithnedell.com

CT West Hartford Koplowitz Kaara info@stridesconsultingllc.org stridesconsultingllc.com/

FL Apopka Van Anda Missy missy@pathfinderfl.com pathfinderfl.com

FL Ft. Lauderdale Assal Christina chriscollegeplanner@gmail.com milestonecollegeprep.com

FL /
PA

Lake Worth /
Huntingdon
Valley

Blanche Laura Blanchecollegeconsulting@gmail.com blanchecollegeconsulting.net

FL
Melbourne
Beach

Stewart Kellie kellie@dynamiccollegeconsulting.com
dynamiccollegeconsulting.
com

FL Merritt Island Heidi Fink heidi@finkcollegeconsulting.com finkcollegeconsulting.com/

FL Miami Olrich Peter peter@mcmillaneducation.com N/A

FL Orlando Rose Megan meganrose8080@gmail.com
collegesolutionswindermere.
com

FL Plantation Groden Susan sgrodenccs@gmail.com N/A

FL Sarasota LaFemina Ann ann@jraec.com jraeducationalconsulting.com

FL Tampa Rodrigues Fernando fernando@collegefr.com collegefr.com

FL Tampa Stenholm Christina cjstenholm@gmail.com
collegeconsultingbychristina.
weebly.com
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FL Windermere Luckett Debbie debbie@topdogcollegecounseling.com topdogcollegecounseling.com

GA Atlanta Gray Heidi hggray@gmail.com grayvisionllc.com

IL Chicago Harrison Shannon shannon@nscollegeconsulting.net nscollegeconsulting.net

IL /
FL

Deerfield /
Port St. Lucie

Gilbert Sandra sgilbertrcc@gmail.com raviniacollegeconsulting.com

IL Libertyville Cannon Pat patcannonrcc@gmail.com raviniacollegeconsulting.com

IN Avon Tucker Laura laura@whatsnextadvising.com whatsnextadvising.com

IN Indianapolis Johnson Anne anne@edpathcoach.com edpathcoach.com

IN Valparaiso Belstra Amy abelstrarcc@gmail.com raviniacollegeconsulting.com

IN Valparaiso Burstiner Jennifer jenburstiner@me.com N/A

KS Overland Park Petersen Vicki vicki@vpcollegeconsulting.com vpcollegeconsulting.com

LA New Orleans Eagan Eric eric@eaganconsulting.net eaganconsulting.net

MA Arlington Truslow Jessica jmtcollegecoach@gmail.com jmtcollegeconsulting.com

MA Lexington Redfield David
keepcalmandwritethatessay@gmail.
com

keepcalmandwritethatessay.
com

MA Mattapoisett Rosenfield Kristen kbelkarosenfield@gmail.com kbrcollegecounseling.com/

MA Natick Keeney Tanya collegepragmatics@gmail.com collegepragmatics.com

MA Needham Principe Meredith mprincipe@campusbound.com campusbound.com

MA Sharon Nelson Laurie laurie.email@gmail.com N/A

MA Wellesley Popp Mindy mpopp@poppandassociates.com poppandassociates.com

MD/
MX

Baltimore/
Puerto Vallarta

Cole Ashley apply@ashley4college.com N/A

MI Monroe Foldvary Jen jen.foldvary@myectutor.com ectutoring.com

MN Ham Lake Zemple Alyssa alyssazemple@gmail.com atozeducationalconsulting.com

MO Kansas City Reid Lindsay lreid@collegekindling.com collegekindling.com

NC Chapel Hill Gabin Jane janesgabin@yahoo.com janegabin.com

NC Cornelius Taylor Erin erin@carolinacollegeconsulting.com carolincollegeconsulting.com

NC Weaverville Shippey Claire coshippey@yahoo.com collegecompassllc.com/

NC
Whispering
Pine

Ferrerio Renee renee@collegeessayguy.com collegeessayguy.com/our-team

NC Wilmington Connelly Robin
connellyr@breakwatercollege
consulting.com

breakwatercollegeconsulting.
com

NJ Clinton Smith Nicole nicole@nextstepadvising.com nextstepadvising.com

NJ Freehold Schebell Jenna jenna@thecollegenavigators.com thecollegenavigators.com

NJ Livingston Talesnick Melanie melanie@admituconsulting.com admituconsulting.com

NJ Millstone Twp Niemi Tara taraniemi@gmail.com plancollegewithme.com

NJ Tinton Falls Elko Katie katie@celticcollegeadvising.com celticcollegeadvising.com

mailto:apply@ashley4college.com
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NJ
Upper Saddle
River

Shames Deborah Deb@PersonalBestCC.com PersonalBestCC.com

NV/ MX Reno/MX Conlan Monica monicaconlan@gmail.com conlancollegeconsulting.com

NY
Briarcliff
Manor

Meyers Darren darren@meyersadvising.com meyersadvising.com

NY Brooklyn Ponsky Dana dana@consultwithdana.com consultwithdana.com

NY Lake Success Madenberg Jill jmadenberg@yahoo.com jillmadenberg.com

NY New York Berman Keith kberman@optionsforcollege.com optionsforcollege.com

NY North Salem Freedman Doris
freedmancollegeconsulting@gmail.
com

linkedin.com/in/doris-freedman-
college-consulting/

NY Valley Stream Gould Anne agould59@mac.com annegouldcollegeadvisor.com/

NY/
WY

Virtual
Practice

McAnaney Michelle michelle@thecollegespy.com thecollegespy.com

NY Webster Cocquyt Kristin cocquyt.kristin@gmail.com cocquytcollegeconsulting.com/

OH Columbus Kirby Jamie jamie@estrelaconsulting.com estrelaconsulting.com

OH Lewis Center Gilsdorf Amber amber@estrelaconsulting.com estrelaconsulting.com

OK Tulsa Kindbom Kate katekindbom@gmail.com N/A

PA Aldan Gillespie Amy amy@everydayed.net everydayed.net

PA
Chester
Springs

Anderson Stacy stacy@applywithinsight.com applywithinsight.com

PA Philadelphia Cunitz Stacey stacey@bluemooned.com bluemooned.com

PA Philadelphia Johnson Ginny gjohnson8687@gmail.com N/A

PA West Chester Chappell Shari shari.l.chappell@gmail.com
facebook.com/ChappellCollege
Consulting

PA Wynnewood Vanni Cigus cigus@cigus.net N/A

SC Bluffton Robinson
Mary
Delle

marydellerobinson@gmail.com mdrcollegesolutions.com

SC Columbia Stuart Kathryn
Consultantsincollegecounseling@
gmail.com

consultantsincollegecounseling.
com

SC Fort Mill OHearn Meagan
joyfuljourneycollegeconsulting@
gmail.com

N/A

SC Mt Pleasant Perkal Geri gperkal@gemsightccp.com gemsightccp.com

TN Chattanooga Howard Jennifer gatewayeducconsult@gmail.com Gatewayeducconsulting.com

TN Chattanooga Kelle Beth bkedconsulting@gmail.com N/A

TN Nashville
Duggan
Miller

Margaret mdm@longviewed.com longviewed.com

TN Nashville Edwards Amy amymooreedwards@gmail.com N/A

TX Austin Bergeron Shannon shannon@corecollegeconsulting.com corecollegeconsulting.com

TX Austin Espinoza Yvonne yvonne@yespicollegecounseling.com yespicollegecounseling.com

TX Austin Garza-Nyer Eva eva@texascollegeadvisor.com texascollegeadvisor.com
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TX Austin Glava Marina marina.glava@gmail.com marinaglava.com

TX Austin Kocian Jamie jamie@corecollegeconsulting.com corecollegeconsulting.com

TX Austin McCarthy Kelli kelli@nowtonextadvising.com nowtonextadvising.com

TX Austin Ramirez Katie katie@ramirezcollegeconsulting.com ramirezcollegeconsulting.com

TX Austin Reiber Karyn karyn.reiber@gmail.com N/A

TX Corpus Christi Palmer Valerie higherandhireccc@gmail.com higherandhireccc.com

TX Dallas Ripley Rachel
rachel@simplifiedcollegeconsulting.
com

simplifiedcollegeconsulting.com

TX Garland Adams Veronica vadams@ellapacc.org ellapacc.org

TX Georgetown Henson Shannon
startingpointcollegeconsulting@gmail
.com

N/A

TX Grapevine Uhler Trisha summitcollegeadvising@gmail.com summitcollegeadvising.com

TX Houston Miller Joseph jmm4879@gmail.com comprehensivecollegecheck.com

TX Laredo Gonzalez Eduardo cafeconbecas@gmail.com cafeconbecas.com

UT Ogden Ybaben Rose rose@soaring2college.com soaring2college.com

UT Salt Lake City Hahn Jane jane@mycollegeadvocate.com mycollegedvocate.com

VA Alexandria Harrington Melissa melissa@moxcc.com N/A

VA Charlottesville Takacs Malissa malissa@collegeplusec.com
collegepluseducationalconsultin
g.com

VA Norfolk Moorhouse Meghan meghan@endeavoradvising.com endeavoradvising.com

VT Middlebury Klein Penny
penny@sugarmaplecollegeconsulting.
com

sugarmaplecollegeconsulting.
com

WI Milwaukee Young Dani dani@youngadvising.com youngadvising.com
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Alberta,
Canada

Calgary Van Pernis Kate kate@kvpeduconsulting.com kvpeduconsulting.com/

BC,
Canada

BC,
Canada

Lehn Hilary info@hilarylehn.com Hilarylehn.com

Costa Rica San José Lurie Renee renee@reneeluriec.com reneeluriec.com

Czech
Republic

Prague Eischen Christine christine@briteguide.com briteguide.com

Italy Colico
Thompson
Cavalli

Heather hez1@me.com N/A

Italy

Florence
(formerly
San
Francisco)

Adler Dafna
dafna@wanderlustcollegecounseling.
com

wanderlustcollegecounseling.
com

Mexico Monterrey
Loring de
Garcia

Sarah sarah.loringdegarcia@gmail.com sarahloringdegarcia.com

Mexico
Puerto
Vallarta

Cole Ashley apply@ashley4college.com N/A

Mexico Conlan Monica monicaconlan@gmail.com conlancollegeconsulting.com

Portugal Cascais Edwards Amy amymooreedwards@gmail.com N/A

Singapore Daver Tannaz tannaz@tzdadvisory.org tzdadvisory.org

Spain Abbate Matthew mgaieconsulting@gmail.com GlobalScholarsConsulting.org

South
Korea

Seoul Cooper Valery valerycooperiec@gmail.com coopersinternational.com
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	HOW WE CAN HELP
	1. Counseling from a student-centered lens
	We have experience with a diverse range of learners, with a wide range of GPAs and test scores. We assess each student’s individual needs and goals to support them finding the best fit for them across the college search, extracurricular activities, and enrichment opportunities. We value promoting colleges that suit each individual student, rather than molding students to specific colleges, to increase student success and well-being.

	2. Experienced in academic advising
	In the school setting, we were responsible for advising students on course selection and academic opportunities that aligned with both the high school’s graduation requirements and their college aspirations.  As college counselors working independent of a school, we can provide objective guidance with helping students and families navigate the variety of courses available in high schools and the nuances of planning a pathway that will most benefit their academic growth.

	3. Experience with wrap-around services
	The college planning process can be stressful and bring out a range of emotions. Sometimes tough topics come up along the way. Should a student disclose mental health struggles in an essay? They may confide that they have been feeling heightened anxiety or depression during the application process. Our background and training equips us to navigate these situations with compassion and share resources to support you.

	4. We “speak” high school
	As former school-based counselors, we have lived and experienced the high school counselor side of the admissions process and have helped many students navigate communication with their teachers. Whether asking for help with difficult concepts, initiating a conversation about academic interests, or asking for a letter of recommendation, we can assist students in learning how to effectively communicate their needs, practice their skills, and help them build positive relationships within their school building. We also welcome working as partners with your school counselor if they are interested.
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